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petition to Parliament demanding that " speedy and effectual means " should be taken for carrying out a long list of reforms specified. But for Cromwell they would have included in it the demand for an immediate dissolution. The House gave the officers good words in plenty, and told them that the things they asked for were " under consideration/' but months passed and there were only a few feeble indications of activity. In October, meetings began between the officers and the leading members of Parliament.
" I believe," affirmed Cromwell, " we had at least ten or twelve meetings, most humbly begging and beseeching of them that by their own means they would bring forth those good things which had been promised and expected ; that so it might appear that they did not do them by any suggestion from the army, but from their own ingenuity : so tender were we to preserve them in the reputation of the people."
Whitelocke relates an interview between himself and Cromwell, in which the latter dwelt on the pride, ambition, and self-seeking of the members of Parliament, their engrossing all places of honour and profit for themselves and their friends, their delays, their factions, their injustice and partiality, and their design to perpetuate themselves in power. It was necessary, continued Cromwell, that there should be some other authority strong enough to restrain and curb the exorbitances of a body which claimed supreme power and was so unfit to rule. Whitelocke hoped that the Parliament would mend its ways, and thought it would be hard to create such